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IMPORTANT DATES

Timelines

Processes

Availability of Information Bulletin 19th January 2021 Onwards

19th January (3 PM Onwards) to

Online Application Submission 14th February 2021 (Till 11:55PM)

15th February (3PM Onwards) to

Examination City Selection 18th February 2021 (Till 11:55 PM)

Issue of Admit Card 11th March 2021

Theory Examination Dates

DNB Final (Broad Specialty)

Paper \ Day \ Date \ Exam Time
I Thursday 18-03-2021 2:00 PM-5:00 PM
I Friday 19-03-2021 2:00 PM-5:00 PM
111 Saturday 20-03-2021 | 2:00 PM-5:00 PM
v Sunday 21-03-2021 2:00 PM-5:00 PM
DrNB Final (Super Specialty)
Paper \ Day \ Date \ Exam Time
I Thursday 18-03-2021 ‘ 2:00 PM-5:00 PM
I Friday 19-03-2021 ‘ 2:00 PM-5:00 PM
111 Saturday 20-03-2021 | 2:00 PM-5:00 PM

DrNB Super Specialty Direct 6 Years Course - Part - I

Paper \ Day \ Date \ Exam Time
I Thursday 18-03-2021 ‘ 2:00 PM-5:00 PM
II Friday 19-03-2021 ‘ 2:00 PM-5:00 PM

¢ Candidates willing to apply for DNB/DrNB final - ONLY PRACTICAL
Examination — December 2020 session can submit their online
applications latest by 31st May 2021.
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1. Introduction

The Government of India established the National Board of
Examinations (NBE) in 1975 with the objective of improving the
quality of the Medical Education by establishing high and uniform
standards of postgraduate examinations in modern medicine on an all
India basis and utilizing existing infrastructure for capacity building.

NBE at present conducts postgraduate and postdoctoral examinations
in approved specialties leading to the award of Diplomate of National
Board (DNB) and Doctorate of National Board (DrNB) respectively.

The Examinations conducted by NBE provide a common standard and
mechanism of evaluation of minimum level of attainment of the
knowledge and competencies of medical specialties. Moreover, intra
country and international comparisons are facilitated with the
availability of common evaluation mechanism.

The notification issued in the Gazette of India for qualifications
awarded by National Board of Examinations are available under
Annexure - 1.
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2.13.Candidature of candidates who are allowed to appear
provisionally in the examination shall be cancelled and result, if
declared, shall be treated as null and void if they fail to fulfill the
eligibility criteria prescribed.

2.14.NBE reserves the right to withdraw permission, if any, granted
inadvertently to any candidate who is not eligible to appear in the
DNB/DrNB Final Examinations even though the admit card/roll
number has been issued or name/roll number is displayed on NBE
website.

2.15.Fee shall neither be carried forward to a future exams nor refunded
under any circumstances on successful submission of application.

2.16.Candidates’ eligibility is purely provisional & is subjected to the
fulfilment of eligibility criteria as prescribed by National Board of
Examinations.

2.17.Instructions in the information-bulletin are liable to change based
on decisions taken by the NBE from time to time.

2.18.NBE reserves its absolute rights to alter the examination schedule,
pattern, policy and guidelines at any time during the continuation
or after the completion of DNB/DrNB training (2 or 3 or 6 years/as
the case may be). The candidate shall have no right whatsoever for
claiming /deriving any right from past or present schedule, policy
and guidelines of National Board of Examinations.

2.19.NBE reserves its absolute right to alter amend, modify or apply
any or some of the instructions/ guidelines contained in this
information bulletin.

2.20.The existing schedule, pattern, policy and guidelines are for ready
reference only but in no way, they are or are ought to be treated as
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Final Examinations as per prescribed communication protocols
only, detailed under Chapter - 10.

2.29.All the correspondence through post should be addressed to the
Executive Director National Board of Examinations, Medical
Enclave, Mahatma Gandhi Marg, Ansari Nagar, New Delhi-110029.
Candidates are requested to superscribe the envelope with the
subject matter of the correspondence for expeditious processing.

2.30.The jurisdiction for court cases/disputes shall be at New
Delhi only.
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3. Fee Structure

3.1. Examination Fee:

—— ; 2 o

Candidate Examination Registration GST@187% "ljotal
Fee Fee (in Rs.)

. Not
DNB/DrNB Trainees 6000 . 1080 7080
Applicable#

MD/MS or 6000 1000 1260 8260

DM/MCh

2nd/3rd attempt for Only Practical Examination (Including 18% GST) 7080

*Excluding payment gateway charges, as may be applicable.
# Paid at the time of Registration for the DNB/DrNB Course.

3.2. Applications forms once submitted cannot be withdrawn. Any
claim for refund, adjustment or carrying forward of Application
fee will not be entertained after successful submission of
application.

3.3. How to pay: The prescribed exam fee should be remitted through
payment gateway provided using a Credit Card or a Debit Card
issued by banks in India or other modes as may be made available
and have been provided on the web page.

3.4. Examination fees in respect of candidates who are absent or
declared ineligible due to any reason will be forfeited. Candidates
are advised to read the rule position carefully and satisfy the terms
and conditions for fulfilment of eligibility criteria before
proceeding for payment of fees.
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4. Examination for Broad Specialties

4.1. For Broad Specialties:

4.1.1.DNB Final is a two-stage examination comprising of theory and
practical examination.

4.1.2.An eligible candidate who has qualified the theory examination
is permitted to appear in the practical examination. Those who
fail to qualify the theory examination are required to reappear
in the theory examination of session.

4.1.3.The practical examination of the session in which the candidate
qualifies the theory examination shall be the mandatory first
attempt. A candidate unsuccessful in the first attempt of
practical examination is permitted to undertake two more
attempt(s) of practical examinations. These two attempts shall be
any two practical examinations conducted in next three
consecutive sessions of DNB Final Examinations.

Example: Candidates qualifying theory examination of
December 2020 session shall appear for their first attempt in
the practical exams of December 2020 session compulsorily
and in the event of they not passing this practical
examination, the candidate(s) may take any two attempts
at the practical exams of next three consecutive sessions as and
when conducted.

4.1.4. Absentation from Practical Examination after successful
submission of application is counted as an attempt.

4.1.5.The list of Specialties in which candidates can undertake DNB
Final examination are mentioned at Annexure-II.
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4.2. Examination (Broad Specialties):

4.2.1.Theory Examination

The theory examination comprises of four papers,
maximum marks 100 each.

There are 10 short notes of 10 marks each, in each of
the papers.

The number of short notes and their respective marks
weightage may vary in some subjects /some papers.
Maximum time permitted is 3 hours.

Candidate must score at least 200/400 in the aggregate of
4 papers to qualify the theory examination. Grace marks of
up to 2% of maximum marks i.e. 8/400 shall be given only
to the candidates falling in the zone of consideration i.e.
securing between 192-199 marks out of 400.

Only those candidates who have qualified the theory
examination are permitted to take the practical
examination.

4.2.2.Practical Examination

Maximum Marks: 300

Comprises of OSCE and/or Clinical Examination, and
Viva.

Candidate must obtain a minimum of 150/300 marks to
qualify for the Practical Examination.

There is no provision for grace marks in Practical
examination.

There are a maximum of three attempts that can be availed
by a candidate for Practical Examination.

First attempt is the practical examination following
immediately after the declaration of theory results in the
same session.

Second and Third attempt in practical examination shall
be permitted out of the next three sessions of DNB Final
Examinations; after payment of full examination fees as
may be prescribed by NBE.
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¢ Absentation from Practical Examination after successful
submission of application is counted as an attempt.
Appearance in first practical examination is compulsory.

e Requests for Change in center/date of examination are
not entertained, as the same is not permissible. Candidates
are required not to canvass with NBE for above.

e DNB Broad Specialty trainees whose theses are not
accepted by the National Board of Examinations by the
time of announcement of practical examination centres
shall not be allowed to appear in the practical
examination.

e Above scheme of practical examination may vary due to
ongoing COVID 19 Pandemic.

4.3. Eligibility (Broad Specialty)
4.3.1.DNB Broad Specialty Candidates (Post MBBS and Post
Diploma):

e Candidates who have undergone training as a DNB trainee at any
of the National Board of Examinations accredited institute after
having registered with NBE as a DNB trainee and are completing
their prescribed (as per letter of registration issued by NBE)
training as a DNB trainee by the date mentioned below, & on
submission of certificate to this effect, can undertake the DNB Final
Examination in the same specialty.

Cutoff date for completion of DNB Training for Dec 2020 session

30th September 2021*

* Inclusive of 3 months of extension of training in terms of NBE
notice date 18.01.2021.

® Submission of Training Completion Certificate indicating details
of leave taken during DNB training for DNB trainees is an essential
pre-requisite. In case the candidate does not submit the training
Completion certificate (as per applicable format given in Annexure
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IIT & IV) along with the application form, his/her application shall
be rejected and fees forfeited.

* Request for extension in cutoff date for completion of training for
the purpose of eligibility determination for DNB final
Examination shall not be considered.

e Candidates whose DNB training is ongoing at the time of
submission of the online application form but likely to be
completed on or before the cut-off date prescribed for December
2020 session are required to submit Provisional Training
Completion Certificate (PTCC) as per format in Annexure-IIL
Such candidates are required to submit Final Training
Completion Certificate (FTCC) as per format in Annexure-IV
immediately on completion of their training. Such candidates
shall be provisionally allowed to appear for DNB Final
Examination subject to completion of their DNB training by the
prescribed cut-off date, failing which their candidature shall be
cancelled and result, if declared, shall be treated as null and void.

e Candidates whose DNB training is already completed at the time
of submission of the online application form are required to
submit Final Training Completion Certificate (FTCC) as per
format in Annexure-IV.

4.3.2.MD/MS Qualified Candidates:

e Candidates who have passed the final examination, on or before
31st December 2020, leading to the award of a Post Graduate
Degree (MD/MS), from an Indian University, which is duly
recognized as per provisions of the repealed Indian Medical
Council Act 1956/ National Medical Commission (NMC) Act, 2019
can apply for the DNB Final examination in the same broad
specialty.
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e As per decision of the Governing Body, NBE taken in its meeting
held on 24.12.2020, candidates possessing FCPS qualifications
awarded by the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Mumbai are
not eligible to apply for DNB Final Examinations till such time
equivalence of FCPS qualifications with their counterpart MD/
MS qualifications is confirmed by the Govt of India.

e Submission of proof of having qualified final examination for
MD /MS degree on or before 31st December 2020 is an essential
prerequisite. In case the candidate does not submit the
requisite proof of qualifying final examination for MD /MS degree
by the prescribed cut-off date, his/ her candidature shall be
cancelled & fees forfeited.

4.4. Thesis Submission to NBE

e As per NBE norms, writing a thesis is essential for all DNB trainees
towards partial fulfilment of eligibility for award of DNB degree
certificate.

e In terms of the NBE notice dated 26.11.2020, the last date for
submission of thesis by DNB trainees who are eligible to appear
in the DNB Final Theory Examination - December 2020 was
notified as 15th December 2020. DNB trainees who have failed to
submit their thesis to National Board of Examinations for
assessment by 15th December 2020 are not eligible to apply for
DNB Final Theory Examination - December 2020.

e As per decision of the Governing Body, NBE taken in its meeting
held on 24.12.2020, candidates who have failed to qualify the
Final theory examination in earlier sessions are not eligible to
apply for any further final theory examinations till such time their
theses are accepted by NBE.

e The status of thesis submission/acceptance, as may be applicable,
shall be verified the time of submission of online application for
DNB Final Theory Examination.
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5. Examination for Super Specialties

5.1. For Super Specialties:

5.1.1.DrNB Final is a two-stage examination comprising of theory
and practical examination.

5.1.2.An eligible candidate who has qualified the theory examination
is permitted to appear in the practical examination. Those who
fail to qualify the theory examination are required to reappear
in the theory examination of session.

5.1.3.The practical examination of the session in which the candidate
qualifies the theory examination shall be the mandatory first
attempt. A candidate unsuccessful in the first attempt of
practical examination is permitted to undertake one more attempt
of practical examinations. The second attempt can be taken in next
two consecutive sessions of DrINB Final Examinations.

Example: Candidates qualifying theory examination in
December 2020 session shall appear for their first attempt in
the practical exams of December 2020 session compulsorily
and in the event of they not passing this practical
examination, the candidate(s) may take second attempt at
the practical exams of next two consecutive sessions as and
when conducted.

5.1.4.Absentation from Practical Examination after successful
submission of application is counted as an attempt.

5.1.5.The list of Specialties in which candidates can undertake DrNB
Final examination in are mentioned at Annexure-II.
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5.2. Examination (Super Specialties):

5.2.1.Theory Examination

Maximum Marks: 300

The theory exam comprises of three question papers.

There are 10 short notes of 10 marks each in the
question paper.

The number of short notes and their respective marks
weightage may vary in some subjects /some papers.
Maximum time permitted is 3 hours for each question paper.
Candidate must score at least 50% of maximum marks to
qualify the theory exam i.e. candidate scoring 150 or more
marks out of 300 shall be declared ‘pass’ in theory
examination.

Candidate must score at least 150/300 in the aggregate of
3 papers to qualify the theory examination. Grace marks of
up to 2% of maximum marks i.e. 6/300 shall be given only
to the candidates falling in the zone of consideration i.e.
securing between 144-149 marks out of 300.

Candidates who have qualified the theory examination are
permitted to take up the practical examination.

5.2.2.Practical Examination

Maximum Marks: 300

Comprises of OSCE and/or Clinical Examination, and
Viva.

Candidate must obtain a minimum of 150/300 marks to
qualify for the Practical Examination. There are no grace
marks in Practical Examination.

There are a maximum of two attempts that can be availed by
a candidate for Practical Examination.

First attempt is the practical examination following
immediately after the declaration of theory results.

The second attempt shall be permitted out of the next 2
sessions of DrNB Final Examination.
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e Absentation from Practical Examination after successful
submission of application is counted as an attempt.
Appearance in first practical examination is compulsory.

e Requests for Change in center/date of examination are not
entertained, as the same is not permissible. Candidates are
required not to canvass with NBE for the same.

e DrNB Super Specialty trainees whose theses are not accepted
by the National Board of Examinations by the time of
announcement of practical examination centres shall not be
allowed to appear in the practical examination.

e Above scheme of practical examination may vary due to
ongoing COVID 19 Pandemic.

5.3. Eligibility (Super Specialty)
5.3.1.DrNB Super Specialty Candidates:

e Candidates who have undergone training as a DrNB trainee at
any of the National Board of Examinations accredited institute
after having registered with NBE as a DrNB trainee and are
completing their prescribed (as per letter of registration issued by
NBE) training as DrNB trainee by the date mentioned below, & on
submission of certificate to this effect, can undertake the DrNB
Final Examination in the same specialty.

Cutoff date for completion of DrNB Training for Dec 2020 session
30th September 2021*

* Inclusive of 3 months of extension of training in terms of NBE
notice dated 18.01.2021.

* Submission of Training Completion Certificate indicating details
of leave taken during DrNB training for DrNB trainees is an
essential pre-requisite. In case the candidate does not submit the
training Completion certificate (as per applicable format given in
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Annexure III & IV) along with the application form, his/her
application shall be rejected and fees forfeited.

* Request for extension in cutoff date for completion of training for
the purpose of eligibility determination for DrNB final
Examination shall not be considered.

e Candidates whose DrNB training is ongoing at the time of
submission of the online application form but likely to be
completed on or before the cut-off date for December 2020
session are required to submit Provisional Training Completion
Certificate (PTCC) as per format in Annexure-III. Such candidates
are required to submit Final Training Completion Certificate
(FTCC) as per format in Annexure-IV immediately on
completion of their training. Such candidates shall be
provisionally allowed to appear for DrNB Final Examination
subject to completion of their DrNB training by the prescribed cut-
off date, failing which their candidature shall be cancelled and
result, if declared, shall be treated as null and void.

e Candidates whose DrNB training is already completed at the time
of submission of the online application form are required to
submit Final Training Completion Certificate (FTCC) as per
format in Annexure-IV.

5.3.2.DM/MCh Qualified Candidates:

e Candidates who have passed the final examination, on or before
31st December 2020, leading to the award of a Doctoral Degree
(DM/MCh), from an Indian University, which is duly recognized
as per provisions of the repealed Indian Medical Council Act
1956/ National Medical Commission (NMC) Act, 2019 can apply
for the DrNB Final examination in the same Super Specialty.

e Submission of proof of having qualified final examination for
DM/MCh degree on or before 31st December 2020 is an
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essential prerequisite. In case the candidate does not
submit the requisite proof of qualifying final examination for
DM/MCh degree by the prescribed cut-off date, his/ her
candidature shall be cancelled & fees forfeited.

5.4. Examination for Direct 6 Years Courses

After completing 2 years of DrNB training

Part I Theory Exam

Paper I & 11

Part I Practical: A

Clinical examination comprising of 4 short cases in the concerned specialty

Part I Practical: B

Clinical examination on OSCE pattern (General Surgery) and shall be common for all
candidates in Paediatric Surgery, Plastic Surgery, Neurosurgery and Cardiothoracic Surgery

After qualifying Part I (Theory & Practical A + B), completing 5 years of DrNB training by
prescribed cut-off date and thesis submission to National Board of Examinations for assessment*

DNB Final Exam (Part II)
Theory

After qualifying Part I (Theory), completing 5 years of DrNB training by prescribed cut-off date
and thesis acceptance by National Board of Examinations*

DNB Final Exam (Part II)

Practical

After qualifying Part II (Theory & Practical) & completing 6 years of DrNB training*

Provisional Pass Certificate/ Degree Certificate

* Subject to fulfilment of eligibility criteria
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